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NAIT Student Chapter
Ambitious, Successful Year
By: Larry Helsel
The National Association of Industrial
Technology Student Chapter at Eastern
Illinois University had one of its most
ambitious and successful years. This year's
success in membership and programming
is due in large part to the hard work and
ingenuity of its officers. The Executive

Board of NAIT for the 1997-1998 year
consisted of Nathan Wall, President; Leslie
Underwood, Vice President; Kevin Shroba,
Treasurer; and Kurt Hesterman, Secretary.
Dr. Larry Helsel was the Faculty Advisor.
One of the first goals of the Executive
Board was to build the membership. They
began by establishing a truly ambitious
goal. The goal was to have the largest
chapter in the United States. Currently, the
membership is at 85 members and still
climbing. It is believed this represents the

Jeff Boyd (center), a construction major with the School ofTe chnology works with students
from oth er unive rsities constructing a model for a NAIT competition held in Atlanta, GA.

second largest chapter in the United States.
The membership committee remains confident that it can achieve its goal in the near
future.
Perhaps one of the Chapter's greatest
accomplishments of the year was soundly
beating the faculty and staff in the first
annual Bats and Brats Softball Game. The
event was held at Fox Ridge State Park last
fall. Not only did the faculty lose the game
but suffered minor injuries and sore muscles that persisted for weeks.

attended the NAIT National Convention in
Atlanta, Georgia in October and participated in the ITIQ Contest.
Several social and fundraising activities have taken place as well this year.
Fundraising activities have included a book
sale and T-shirt sale. The funds raised from
these activities were used to support the
tours and other professional activities of the
association. This spring the NAIT program
committee sponsored the Annual Golf and
Goat outing at Meadowview Golf Course.

Louis Trujillo, former student Wayne Winekauf, Bruce Daniell and Wayne Apke
were one of the foursomes for this year's Golf and Goat.
This event always attracts many former
students and local and regional industry
representatives. This year's event was held
Saturday, April 25 at Meadowview Golf
Course located south of Mattoon, Illinois.
A cookout and other activities took place at
Sister City Park, located just off of Route
130 on the southeast edge of Charleston.
The NAIT Student Chapter at Eastern

The program committee did an excellent job in planning and coordinating several professional development activities for
its members this year. Several tours of
local and regional industries were conducted. The tours included Agrifab and
Hydrogear in Sullivan, General Electric in
Mattoon and Caterpillar in Decatur,
Illinois. In addition, several students
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Illinois University had a very busy and successful year. They would like to take this
opportunity to thank the faculty, staff. and
business community for their efforts in
making this year so productive . They
would also like to invite alumni to attend
any of next year's activities.
N AIT officers for 1998-99 will be Tom
Hannan, President; Bob Shaw, VicePresident; Scott Kolasa, Secretary; and
Ryan Fetters, Treasurer. Faculty advisor
will be Dr. Larry Helsel.

Calendar of Events

Students, Alan Fedenia and Kevin Cain
enjoy the cookout that followed the Golf
and Goat.

Dr. Louis Butler
and his son, Kyle
Butler joined
Matt Courson
and Dr. Larry
Helsel as they
made preparations for teeing
off at the Golf
and Goat.
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Homecoming

October 17

NAIT
Indianapolis

October 21-24

Technology Exhibit

April 29, 1999

Golf and Goat

April 24, 1999

Scholarship Luncheon

to be announced

Graduate Students Provide Vital Support for School

Graduate Assistants left to right: Pat Laube, Amadeo Porras, Nathan Wall, Kevin Shroba,
Mandy Buckley, Adam Fedenia and Jia Sun.

Adam Fedenia conducts research on
medical devices and maintains the scanning
electron microscope. He has a B.S. in
Industrial Technology and is originally from
Downers Grove, lllinois. Adam is a member
of NAIT and SME and one of his career goals
includes obtaining a position in a medical
device company.
Pat Laube, originally from Unadilla,
New York, supervised the electronics lab. She
has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from
Union College, Schenectady, New York and is
currently a member of NAIT and SME. Pat
plans to return to manufacturing on a part-time
basis after spending the last 12 years home
with her 3 girls. She is especially interested in
quality projects, trend analysis, audits and
documentation projects.

Ten graduate students provided support
for School of Technology faculty this year.
Mandy Buckley supervised the communications lab. She assisted students and maintained the lab. Mandy's hometown is Flora,
lllinois and she received a B.S. in Industrial
Technology concentrating in production/
manufacturing. She is a member of NAIT and
SME. She plans to work at internships while
finishing her M.S. degree. After completing
this degree, she wants to get a great job in production.
J. Mark Butler supervised the production lab in the spring of 1998. He will work in
the materials testing lab next year. Mark is
originally from Mattoon, illinois and received
his B.S. in Industrial Technology from EIU in
the fall of 1997.
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Jia Sun supcf\ ised the graphics lab. She
is originally from Cheydu. Sichuan. P.R.
China and received her B.S. in Architecture
from Southwest Jiamony University. Jia is a
mem her of SME and \vould like to pursue a
pn-;irion in manufactllling management.

lin Li takes a moment w rei(;x in rile
mechanical lab.
Jin Li supervised the mechanical lab. She
set up devices for open laboratory exercises
and assisted students with their projects. Jin is
from Shanghai, China :md graduated w1th a
B.S. in Electrical Machining from Shanghai
University of Engineering Science. Jin would
like to have a career as an engineer or a database developer upon graduation.
Amadeo Porras, Jr., originally from San
Antonio, Texas, supervised the CThtl lab. He
received a B.S. in Industrial Technology ·from
Texas A&M University in Kingsville, Texas.
Amadeo is a member of SME, NAIT, and the
Graduate Student Advisory Council. His
career goals include owning and operating a
fabrication shop while teaching at a university.
Kevin A. Shroba is from Wilmington,
Illinois. He worked in the production lab in the
fall of 1997 and in the materials testing lab in
the spring of 1998. Kevin received the
Distinguished Graduate Student Award from
the School of Technology and participated in
the Graduate Forum and Exposition that was
held this spring. Kevin graduated with a B.S.
in Industrial Technology in the spring of 1997.

Daryl Wilkerson and Mark Butler

Nathan D. Wall is a research assistant
with Ping Liu on Bonutti research projects.
Nathan graduated from Richland Community
College in 1995 and received his B.S. degree
in Industrial Technology in the spring of 1997.
He has also served as a research assistant in the
Illinois Office of Solid Waste Research.
Nathan is from Moweaqua, illinois.
Daryl Wilkerson conducts research and
international studies. Daryl's hometown is
Harrisburg, Illinois. He has a B.S. in Industrial
Technology concentrating in electronics and is
a member of Rare, SME, NAIT, and ILNG
(Illinois National Guard). His career goals
include working with the Corp of Engineers in
the Army as an Army officer.
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Record Number of Scholarships and Awards Presented

Scholarship recipients left to right: Josh Robinson, Kevin Shroba, Kevin Cain, Robert
Shaw, Nathan Wall, Mark Schweiss, Lance Becker, Clifford Schrader and Ed Becker Ill.
Phillip Zinn is not pictured.
Schweiss. Nathan Wall received the School
of Technology Alumni Scholarship.
The School of Technology was honored
to have one of its students receive the
Residential Construction Employers Council
Scholarship. Josh Robinson received the
$1 ,000 scholarship which is given to a student based on academic excellence.
School of Technology scholarships
represent a vital link in the attraction and
retention of qualified students. Persons
interested in sponsoring a School of
Technology scholarship are encouraged to
talk with Dr. Charles Coddington, Chair of
the School or with the EIU Foundation at
217.581.3313. A new scholaship which will
be presented for the first time next year is
the Kenneth and Keith Kohanzo Industrial
Technology Scholarship.

A record number of scholarships were
awarded to students from the School of
Technology. Ed Becker III and Clifford
Schrader both received Walter A. Klehm
scholarships. Becker received the Industrial
Technology Award and Schrader received
the Walter A. Klehm Technology Education
Award. Lance Becker received the Lucille
M. Klehm Technology Education Award.
Special guests, Mrs. Klehm and Merwyn
Klehm presented the Klehm scholarships.
Phillip Zinn was the recipient of
the Charles A. Elliott Technology
Education Award and Kevin Cain received
the Lois E. Elliott Industrial Technology
Award. Mrs Elliott presented both scholarships.
The Roy E. Ehrsam Scholarships were
prese nted to Robert Shaw and Mark
6

Industrial Technology Graduate Named President

Kenneth S. Clark, President

Kenneth S. Clark has been named President of Detoronics
Corporation of South El Monte, California. Detoronics
Corporation produces precision assemblies of glass to metal
seals and focuses on engineering and research for product
improvement. Clark, an Eastern Illinois University Industrial
Technology graduate ( 1984), was formerly vice president of
sales and marketing, as well as heading engineering activities. He will now be responsible for the strategic planning
and direction of the corporation's Hermetically Sealed
Electronic Connectors and other related products. Clark was
previously vice president of operations at Epsco, Inc. of
Irvine, CA and he also held positions with Electronic Data
Systems (EDS) of Cypress, CA and General Dynamics Electronic Fabrication Center of Fort Worth, TX.

Career Occupations Awards

Occupations students who were on the
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied
Sciences Dean List during the Spring and
Fall Semester 1997. Those receiving
Dean's Circle .'\ wards were t am Eckhardt,
Patricia Kind le , Amanda ~l oose , Michael
Sh utes. Jeri Scortzum. Billie ivfitchell and
Catherine Reisner.

Jane Fisher of Charleston and Debbie
Plush of Ogden were awarded the Eagle's
Award at the 1998 Adult S tudent
Recognition Banquet held May 11. The
Eagle's Award recognizes outstanding
scholarly achievement and is awarded by
the Career Occupations faculty.
Paul Harter of Monticello and Kimberly
Gill of Sidell were this years recipients of
the Career Occupations Student Excellence
Award. This recognition is awarded by
Career Occupations alumni. To be eligible
for this award a student must be nominated
by his or her peers and write a paper on what
a "passion for excellence" means to him or
her. A Career Occupations alumni committee reviews the nominees' packets of materials and determines the recipient of the
. award. This year two recipients were chosen
for the recognition.
Also recognized at the Adult Student
Recognition Banquet were Career

Dr Ping Liu Awarded Dean's
Student Advisory Board
Faculty Excellence Award
Dr. Ping Liu was Awarded the Lumpkin
College of Business and Applied Science
Faculty Excellence Award. Dr. Liu was the
first faculty person in the School of
Technology to receive this award. The
recipient of this award is selected by the
students of the School of Technology and
presented to the professor that they feel has
helped them the most in achieving their
goals.
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